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APOSTOLIC ARCHITECTURE
Building a Prototype Model of City-Church
God is restoring to the church an authentic apostolic Christianity by re-laying the foundations of
the apostolic message, apostolic ministry, and apostolic mode. These foundations will provide the
spiritual technology to grow a citywide dwelling of God – ‘the one, holy, universal, and apostolic
church’ – the church of the city.

Paul – The Prototype Apostle
As the pioneer ‘apostle to the Gentiles’ (Gal 2:8) Paul’s message, ministry, and mode serve as the
prototype apostolic model for the nations. His mission was universal – to ALL nations.
Peter, by contrast, was recognised as the ‘apostle to the Jews’. This was according to a divine
commission, as was Paul’s apostleship to the Gentiles (see Gal 2:7,8). James and John were also
established as ‘pillars’ in Jerusalem – the Hebrew church (see Gal 1:19; 2:9, 12; Acts 15:13;
21:18).
However, Paul was the chosen instrument to take the gospel to the nations (see Acts 9:15; 26:1518; 13:47; Isa 49:6; Rom 1:1; Gal 1:15). This was primarily an issue of call and revelation:
“…God who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was
pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the
Gentiles…” (Gal 1:15-16)
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Because of his call to the nations God entrusted a unique revelation to Paul. In fact Paul’s
revelation was so unique he could describe it as ‘my gospel’ (Rom 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim 2:8; 2 Th
2:14; 2 Cor 4:3). He also warned of a ‘different gospel’ in contrast to the gospel that he preached
(2 Cor 11:4; Gal 1:6, 8, 9). Paul’s gospel was so distinctive in contrast to that of Peter, James, and
John, and so integral to the establishing of the new covenant order that he publicly withstood
Peter in Antioch to protect it (Gal 2:11-14). Peter, writing many years later, acknowledged that
Paul’s revelation was ‘hard to understand’, but had evidently accepted the rebuke affirming his
writings as ‘Scripture’ (2 Pet 3:16).
So, what was the revelation that others found so hard to understand – and what was unique
about it?
Paul explains:
Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to
me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation… In reading this,
then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which
was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by
the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the
gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of ONE
BODY …
Eph 3:2-6 NIV (author’s emphasis)

It is the revelation of the ‘ONE BODY’ in which there is neither Jew nor Gentile (see Eph 2:11- 18;
Col 3:11; Gal 3:28; 6:15; Rom 2:28, 29). Until this revelation the gospel (with the exception of
Cornelius’s household – Acts 10) was culturally bound, viewed as exclusive to the Jew.
This was a message of sonship in contrast to slavery:
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you
are a son, God has made you also an heir.
Gal 4:4-7 NIV (author’s emphasis)
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not
receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. The creation waits in eager expectation
for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
glorious freedom of the children of God.
Rom 8:14-16, 19-21 NIV (author’s emphasis)
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A. APOSTOLIC MESSAGE
The apostolic message was received from Christ and His apostles and is authoritative for every
generation. This message is the gospel of the kingdom of God, the good news of the new order in
Christ. Through Christ’s incarnation, atoning work, resurrection, ascension and session at the
right hand of the Father the Kingdom of God has invaded the cosmos, and is progressively
restoring and filling it with His glory. As the God-Man – the Son of God and Son of Man – he has
restored the new humanity to sonship.
This new cosmic order was uniquely revealed to Paul as justification by faith in Christ, with the
corollary of living in the redeemed community as the corporate Son – the one new man – the
body of Christ. Within the first several centuries these flip sides of the same coin, the oneness of
Christ and His church, were lost and the church went into spiritual decline. However, God has
intervened and they are now being restored. We have a sure foundation that in the climax of
history, city by city, Jesus as the one Lord of one faith will preside supernaturally over a fully
restored church – the ‘one, holy, universal, and apostolic church’ – the one church of each city.

I. GOD’S PURPOSE
Father’s purpose is to draw all things into the Son.
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a
view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ,
things in the heavens and things on the earth.
Eph 1:9-10 NASB

II. THE FLOW OF HISTORY
The Father’s original purpose for humanity flows down through history. The sonship that was
lost in Adam is now restored in Christ as the last Adam and the second man. As the God-Man he is
the terminal point of a fallen humanity and the first born of a new creation, bringing many sons
to glory in the corporate Christ, the church. Restored to sonship – to His image and the fullness of
His stature, it will complete the creation mandate.
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CHRIST
ISRAEL
ADAM
ADAM – Gen 1:26-28; Ps 8; 115:16
ISRAEL – Gen 12; Ex 19:5-6
CHRIST (& HIS CHURCH) – Gen 3:15; 1 Cor 15:45, 47; Heb 1:1-2; Gal 4:4; 3:16-19, 24; Mtt 28;
Rom 8:29; Heb 2:10-11

III. THE CLIMAX OF HISTORY
a. God’s Economy is in the Son
The Son of God’s incarnation, atoning work, resurrection, ascension, and session at the right hand
of the Father is the climax of history – Jesus, the Son, is the final word.

LORD JESUS CHRIST

ECONOMY OF GOD

Scriptures
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the
universe.
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in
heaven.
Heb 1:1-3 NIV
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
He said to me, “You are my Son;
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today I have become your Father.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.
Ps 2:6-8 NIV
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a
view to an administration (economy) suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth.
Eph 1:9-10 NASB (author’s emphasis)

‘administration’ – oikonomia – household management - from oikos (house) & nomus (law)
English/French - economy –
1 archaic : the management of household or private affairs and especially expenses
2 a : the arrangement or mode of operation of something : organization b : a system especially of
interaction and exchange <an economy of information>
SON OF GOD > ECONOMY OF GOD = KINGDOM OF GOD

•

Synonymous terms

•

The way God administrates or rules His universe

God’s administration / economy / kingdom / laws of operation are through His Son.
The knowledge of Christ is the essence of God’s economy (the new order / new creation / new
covenant).

b. God’s Economy Begins in the Father
The apostolic message finds its starting point in God the Father. Therefore, the Father is the
determining factor of history not the Fall. If we choose the latter, man and his rescue from sin
take centre stage. Therefore, man is only rescued from sin to be restored to sonship – the Father’s
purpose is to have many sons.

Scriptures
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.
1 Cor 8:6 NASB
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in
his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his
pleasure and will— … And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which
he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all
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things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will
Eph 1:3-5, 10-11 NIV
The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers.
Rom 8:19-21, 29 NIV

c. God’s Economy & God’s House
But what does God’s new economy in His Son administrate? The universe – this is now the house
of God!
“an administration (economy) suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth”
‘administration’ – oikonomia – household management - from oikos (house) & nomus (law)
Heb 3:5-6
Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house…. But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house.
And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.

SON

UNIVERSE

GOD'S
HOUSE

Redefining the ‘House of God’
God has an economy — an arrangement, a mode of operation for the universe. His economy in
Christ by the Spirit is now the law of operation for His house in contrast to the elementary
principles of this world — religious law systems and the traditions of men (Col 2:8; Gal 4:3).

Scriptures
However, the Most High does not live in houses made by men. As the prophet says:
‘Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me? says the Lord
Or where will my resting place be?
Has not my hand made all these things?’
Acts 7:48-50 NIV
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He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.
Eph 4:10 NIV
For the Lord will comfort Zion,
He will comfort all her waste places;
He will make her wilderness like Eden,
And her desert like the garden of the Lord;
Joy and gladness will be found in it,
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
Isa 51:3 NIV
For as the earth brings forth its bud, As the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth, So the
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.
Isa 61:11 NIV
They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in
ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and inhabited.”
Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was destroyed and have
replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’
Eze 36:35-36 NIV
In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be
raised above the hills, and peoples will stream to it.
Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of
the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many peoples and will settle disputes for strong nations far
and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take
up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. Every man will sit under his own vine and under
his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the LORD Almighty has spoken.
Mic 4:1-4 NIV
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life,
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations.
No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will
serve him.
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.
There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will
give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.
The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.”
Rev 22:1-6 NIV
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IV. THE UNIVERSE EXISTS IN CHRIST
It was created and sustained by Him and for Him.
LORD JESUS
CHRIST

ECONOMY OF
GOD

UNIVERSE

Scriptures
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Col 1:15-17 NIV
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by
your will they were created and have their being.
Rev 4:11 NIV (also Heb 1:3)

universe
1.

a systematic whole held to arise by and persist through the direct intervention of divine
power

2.

the totality of all the things that exist; creation; the cosmos

3.

a field or sphere, as of thought or activity, regarded as a distinct, comprehensive system

Etymology: L universum, the universe < neut. of universus, all together < unus, one + versus, pp. of
vertere, to turn
The universe exists in Christ. The concept of a universe is inherently Christian. By definition the
word universe implies a turning to one – to Christ as the centre point of the created order. God’s
economy is not a multi-verse.
This truth dismantles pluralism (various theories of reality), and also the dualisms of
spirit/matter, sacred/secular, and clergy/laity.

V. SO, WHERE DOES THE CHURCH FIT?
The church exists in Christ within God’s economy and God’s universe – it is a part of the whole –
Christ is the sum of all things:
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LORD JESUS
CHRIST

ECONOMY OF
GOD

UNIVERSE

CHURCH

Scriptures
an economy suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the
heavens and things on the earth
Eph 1:10
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Eph 1:22-23 NIV

VI. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH?
To come to mature sonship and thus fill the universe with the fullness of God

Scriptures
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
Eph 1:23 NIV
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
Eph 3:10-11 NIV
Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent
to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!
1 Cor 6:2–3 NIV
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Eph 4:12-13 NIV
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For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers.
Rom 8:29 NIV
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.
Mk 16:15 NIV
if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
1 Tim 3:15 NIV
As the church is filled with the fullness of God it fills the universe. Christ and His church, the redeemed
community, are the prototypical house of God. They are the garden paradise mandated to grow throughout
the earth, filling it with God’s glory and exercising His dominion over it. Through the redeemed community
the earth will be restored as the habitation of God.

CHRIST

CHURCH

UNIVERSE

B. APOSTOLIC MINISTRY

I. HOW DOES THE REDEEMED COMMUNITY COME TO MATURE SONSHIP?
Through the ascension-gift ministries, particularly apostles and prophets, laying the foundation
of Christ, the prototype Son.
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Statement
Article IX Foundation of Unity – Christ, Apostles, & Prophets
We affirm that Christ is the foundation of the one true church. This is the case both
historically through His incarnation, passion, resurrection and ascension; and
experientially through the believers’ revelation of, and relation to, His person.
We affirm that Christ appoints present-day apostles and prophets, as foundational
ministries, who articulate and incarnate (through their teaching and person) His will and
ways. To the degree they do this they have spiritual authority to serve the household of
faith. Discharging their apostolic / prophetic commission they relate to the elders of the
city through a filial and charismatic connection. Their ministry is to lay the foundation of
Christ in the city-church.
We deny that the authority of apostles or prophets is based on a positional office, or that
they are to function independently of the elders of a city and the other ascension-gift
ministries.
(Mtt 16:18; 1 Cor 3:10-11; Mtt 23:33; Lk 11:49; Eph 2:20; 4:11; 1 Cor 12:28; 1 Tim
1:18; 4:14; 3:1-16; 4:16; 5:17; Filial connection of apostles [see Article X below] – 1
Cor 4:14-21; 9:1-19; 2 Cor 6:11-13; 7:2-16; 11:5-20; 12:11-21; Phil 2:19-22; 1 Tim 1:2,
18)
Excerpt from a ‘A STATEMENT CONCERNING THE CITY-CHURCH’
http://www.lifemessenger.org/

Scriptures
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in
heaven.
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. ?
Mt 16:15-18 NIV
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But
each one should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ.
1 Cor 3:10-11 NIV
He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.
Eph 4:10-13 NIV
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of
God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief

12

cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in
him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Eph 2:19-22 NIV
And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of
miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and
those speaking in different kinds of tongues.
1Cor 12:28 NIV

II. HOW DO APOSTLES & PROPHETS BRING THE PEOPLE OF GOD TO
SONSHIP?
Primarily through establishing, city-by-city, apostolically related, self-governing simple-organic
communities shepherded by co-equal (non-hierarchical) elder teams over which Christ is the
chief-shepherd (i.e. senior pastor).

Scriptures
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share
in the glory to be revealed:
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because
you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that will never fade away.
1 Pet 5:1-4 NIV
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to
the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.
Acts 14:23 NIV
The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in
every town, as I directed you.
Tit 1:5 NIV
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This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were
appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this
question.
Acts 15:2 NIV
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they
reported everything God had done through them.
Acts 15:4 NIV
The apostles and elders met to consider this question.
Acts 15:6 NIV
Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own men and send them to
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas, two men who were leaders
among the brothers.
Acts 15:22 NIV
From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in
order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard!
Acts 20:17, 28-31 NIV
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also
be qualified to teach others.
2 Tim 2:2 NIV

III. HOW DOES THE REDEEMED COMMUNITY FLOCK?
a. Geographically
Article IV Geographical Basis of Unity
We affirm that there is only one church in any given city. The only apostolical ground
for the division of the church is the city. The civil jurisdictions and boundaries of
cities (including sub-cities comprising larger metropolitan cities) are the exclusive
ground for the differentiation of the one church that is in Christ.
We affirm that all those who have the Spirit of Christ comprise the church of that city.
We deny that God ever intended any distinction of the church other than by city
boundaries. Scripture does not sanction or model any extra-local configuration of the
church whether regional, national, or international. Neither does it sanction any
division of the church according to a particular theology, experience, leader, race,
class, age, or gender. We deny that the ‘modality’ of the local church excludes the
freedom of ‘sodality’ for the trans-local work of apostles and their teams (ref. Article
VII for the division of the ‘church’ & the ‘work’).
(One Church of the City - 2 Cor 1:1; 1 Thes 1:1; 2 Thes 1:1; Rev 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7,
14; Rom 1:7; 16:1; Eph 1:1; Phil 1:1; Col 1:2; Acts 8:1; 11:25-26; Many churches of a
region - 1 Cor. 16:19; Acts 15:41; Rom. 16:4; Gal. 1:2; One apostolic local &
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universal church – Jn 10:16; 17:20-23; Mtt 16:18; Acts 4:32; 20:29-31; Rom 12:5; 1
Cor 1:10-13; 3:16 (AMP); 10:16, 17; 12:12, 20, 27; Gal 3:28; Eph 2:14-16; 4:4, 16,
25; 3:6; 5:30; Phil 2:1-2; The ‘church’ & the ‘work’ – Acts 13:1-3)
Excerpt from ‘A STATEMENT CONCERNING THE CITY CHURCH’
http://www.lifemessenger.org/

Scripture
Do you not discern and understand that you [the whole church at Corinth] are God's temple (His sanctuary),
and that God's Spirit has His permanent dwelling in you [to be at home in you, collectively as a church and also
individually]?
1 Cor 3:16 AMP

b. Apostolically
Article IX Foundation of Unity – Christ, Apostles, & Prophets
We affirm that Christ appoints present-day apostles and prophets, as foundational
ministries, who articulate and incarnate (through their teaching and person) His will and
ways. To the degree they do this they have spiritual authority to serve the household of
faith. Discharging their apostolic / prophetic commission they relate to the elders of the
city through a filial and charismatic connection. Their ministry is to lay the foundation of
Christ in the city-church.
We deny that the authority of apostles or prophets is based on a positional office, or that
they are to function independently of the elders of a city and the other ascension-gift
ministries.
(Mtt 16:18; 1 Cor 3:10-11; Mtt 23:33; Lk 11:49; Eph 2:20; 4:11; 1 Cor 12:28; 1 Tim
1:18; 4:14; 3:1-16; 4:16; 5:17; Filial connection of apostles [see Article X below] – 1
Cor 4:14-21; 9:1-19; 2 Cor 6:11-13; 7:2-16; 11:5-20; 12:11-21; Phil 2:19-22; 1 Tim 1:2,
18)
Excerpt from ‘A STATEMENT CONCERNING THE CITY CHURCH’
http://www.lifemessenger.org/

Apostolic Nucleus
Christ, with the apostles and prophets, is the nucleus of the Body of Christ.
Through a law of natural attraction they provide spiritual and relational cohesion. Every simpleorganic community in a city relates to an apostolic sphere (i.e. a cluster of simple-organic
communities) within that city as electrons orbit the nucleus of an atom. Multiple apostolic
spheres with divinely ordained limits honeycomb each city. These apostolic spheres, depending
on their measure of grace, may range from a handful of simple-organic communities to thousands
within a city, or to several cities and nations. While simple-organic communities are selfgoverning through their own elder team they are not isolated or independent, relating to an
apostolic team. Nor are apostolic teams and their spheres within a city isolated and independent.
As with the molecular structure of matter, the apostolic spheres (atoms) spontaneously
interconnect with other spheres (atoms), forming a non-hierachical three dimensional church of
the city (molecular structure).
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Apostolic Sphere/Cluster (atom) =
Numerous Simple-Organic Communities (electrons) + Apostolic Team (nucleus)

Church of the City (molecule) =
Numerous Apostolic Spheres/Clusters (atoms)

Apostolic Order
Similar to the old covenant church, Israel, the new covenant city-church is the largest
configuration of God’s people. Therefore, like Israel, it has a divine order.
As a type, Israel was arrayed in twelve tribes, foreshadowing the apostolic order of the new
covenant community. The apostolic spheres honeycombing a city are akin to the twelve tribes
and the simple-organic communities to families within the tribe. The fact that Jesus called twelve
apostles, twelve being the biblical number of order, demonstrates this antitype.
Each tribe had a divinely assigned encampment around the tabernacle and order of decampment
as the cloud moved and the journey continued. Each family was also to encamp under their
particular banner in the tribe. Therefore, each apostolic sphere (tribe or cluster) with all its
families (simple-organic communities) will possess a divinely ordained assignment as it
responds and functions as a member of the holy nation, the one church of the city.
Therefore, the apostolic configuration of the city-church looks likes this:

ISRAEL
Nation
Tribes
Families
Siblings

CITY-CHURCH
One Church of the City (numerous apostolic spheres/clusters)
Apostolic Spheres/Clusters (numerous simple-organic communities
relating to an apostolic resource team)
Simple-Organic Communities (10-30 people)
Life Groups (2-3 people)
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Scriptures
We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the limits of the sphere which God appointed us—a
sphere which especially includes you. For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not
extend to you), for it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ; not boasting of things beyond measure,
that is, in other men’s labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by
you in our sphere, to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s sphere of
accomplishment.
2 Cor 10:13-16 NIV (author’s emphasis)
For though I am away from you in body, yet I am with you in spirit, delighted at the sight of your [standing
shoulder to shoulder in such] orderly array and the firmness and the solid front and steadfastness of your faith
in Christ [that leaning of the entire human personality on Him in absolute trust and confidence in His power,
wisdom, and goodness].
Col 2:5 NIV
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron:
“The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard
with the banners of his family.”
Num 2:1-2 NIV
This was the order of march for the Israelite divisions as they set out.
Num 10:28 NIV
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and
that they all passed through the sea.
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the
fulfillment of the ages has come.
1 Cor 10:1-2, 11 NIV

c. Bio-rhythmically
Between House & Temple / Local & Citywide / Micro & Macro
The theory of biorhythms claims that life is affected by rhythmic biological cycles.
The apostolic church, as the Body of Christ, cycles rhythmically between house and Temple –
local and citywide – micro and macro. While not gathering inside the Temple they did gather in
its precincts using Solomon’s colonnade, accommodating thousands, for teaching and preaching.

Scriptures
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Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Acts 2:46-47 NIV
Every day in the Temple and from house to house they kept teaching and proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:42 NIV
The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to
meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.
Acts 5:12 NIV
You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you
publicly and from house to house.
Acts 20:20 NIV
The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and
so does the church that meets at their house.
1 Cor 16:19 NIV
Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.
Col 4:15 NIV
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the
church that meets in your home:
Phm 1:1-2 NIV

IV. WHY DOES THE REDEEMED COMMUNITY GATHER CITYWIDE?
a. Apostolic Teaching
Gathering as the church of the city for apostolic teaching gives an authority base in received
truth. This is true apostolic succession — the continuity of apostolic revelation. It also provides
the cohesion of spiritual authority flowing through Christ’s apostles today.

Scriptures
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 2:42 NIV
Every day in the Temple and from house to house they kept teaching and proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:42 NIV
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We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.
Gal 2:5 NIV
if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
1Tim 3:15 NIV
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
Jn 17:17 NIV
For the Lord is good;
His mercy is everlasting,
And His truth endures to all generations.
Ps 100:5 NIV

b. Apostolic Witness
When God’s people are finally arrayed as one nation in their tribes and camps His presence will
shake the earth. Israel, encamped in divine order around the shekinah glory, struck fear in the
hearts of their enemies. With the supernatural cloud by day and fire by night the millions of
Israel marched in their assigned place, scattering their enemies before them.
God will display His manifold wisdom through the redeemed community to principalities and
powers (Eph 3:10). When God’s people finally yield to divine order as the “one, holy, universal,
and apostolic church” of a city heaven will respond with the greatest outpouring of His presence
the earth has seen.

Scriptures
For though I am away from you in body, yet I am with you in spirit, delighted at the sight of your [standing
shoulder to shoulder in such] orderly array and the firmness and the solid front and steadfastness of your
faith in Christ [that leaning of the entire human personality on Him in absolute trust and confidence in His
power, wisdom, and goodness].
Col 2:5 AMP (author’s emphasis)
“From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them. I see a people who live apart and do not
consider themselves one of the nations. Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of
Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and may my end be like theirs!”
Num 23:9-10 NIV
When Balaam looked out and saw Israel encamped tribe by tribe, the Spirit of God came upon him and he
uttered his oracle:
“The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one whose eye sees clearly, the oracle of one who hears the
words of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls prostrate, and whose eyes are opened:
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“How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel! Like valleys they spread out, like gardens
beside a river, like aloes planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters. Water will flow from their
buckets; their seed will have abundant water. Their king will be greater than Agag; their kingdom will be
exalted. God brought them out of Egypt; they have the strength of a wild ox. They devour hostile nations and
break their bones in pieces; with their arrows they pierce them. Like a lion they crouch and lie down, like a
lioness—who dares to rouse them? May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be cursed!”
Num 24:2-9 NIV
Whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Rise up, O LORD! May your enemies be scattered; may your foes flee
before you.” Whenever it came to rest, he said, “Return, O LORD, to the countless thousands of Israel.”
Num 10:35-36 NIV
May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. As smoke is blown away by the wind,
may you blow them away; as wax melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. But may the
righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. Sing to God, sing praise to his name,
extol him who rides on the clouds — his name is the LORD— and rejoice before him.
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families, he
leads forth the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
When you went out before your people, O God, when you marched through the wasteland,
Selah – the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of
Israel.
Ps 68:1-8 NIV
The chariots of God are tens of thousands
and thousands of thousands;
the Lord | has come | from Sinai into his sanctuary.
When you ascended on high,
you led captives in your train;
you received gifts from men,
even from the rebellious—
that you, O LORD God, might dwell there.
Ps 68:17-18 NIV
Every day in the Temple and from house to house they kept teaching and proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:42 NIV
Do you not discern and understand that you [the whole church at Corinth] are God's temple (His
sanctuary), and that God's Spirit has His permanent dwelling in you [to be at home in you, collectively as a
church and also individually]?
1 Cor 3:16 AMP
The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to
meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade.
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No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people.
Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.
As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s
shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.
Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits,
and all of them were healed.
Acts 5:12 -16 NIV

V. WHY DOES THE REDEEMED COMMUNITY GATHER IN HOMES?
a. God’s Nature – Fatherhood
There is a divine genius in locating the redeemed community in the home.
It mirrors God’s nature as that of a nurturing parent – of a father and mother. Thus, the church,
the redeemed community, is God’s family. Elders, as spiritual fathers and mothers, are first
qualified through the nurturing and leadership of their natural families. Every divinely
constituted community as it matures will have apostolically commissioned elders. While it may
start as a ‘Group of two-to-three’ as it grows shepherds will emerge being recognised by the flock
and commissioned by apostles.
In the natural family the goal of parenting is to launch mature adults. Likewise, the goal of
spiritual fathers and mothers (apostles & elders) is to grow the family of God in true sonship
(gender neutral) – into their identity in Father God, and to release them into their destiny as
spiritual parents. Healthy parenting results in freedom and sonship while dysfunctional parenting
results in control and slavery.
Church in the home gives an intimate set of family relationships (10-30 people) in a family
environment. What a setting for growing spiritual sons!

Scriptures
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families, he
leads forth the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
Ps 68:5-6 NIV
He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does
not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?)
1 Tim 3:4-5 NIV
And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over (set before) you in the Lord
and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves.
1 Ths 5:12-13 NKJV (author’s parenthesis)
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b. Shepherding
Jesus is the Chief-Shepherd of the flock. However, the religious systems of men usurp this role,
replacing it with a human priestly/pastor caste. It often operates under the erroneous teaching of
“covering” – i.e. every believer must be under the official authority of a pastor (or more recently,
under an apostle). While Christ does impart His shepherd’s heart through the ascension gift
ministries of Ephesians 4 and the shepherding elder teams of each simple-organic community,
resulting in relational accountability, shepherding in the true spirit of the new covenant does not
lead to slavery but to sonship. Its motivation and goal is to equip sheep to hear the voice of the
Chief-Shepherd. These are the new breed non-professional shepherds being restored in the
current reformation.

Scriptures
For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.
But God found fault with the people and said:
“The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to
lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from
them, declares the Lord.
This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in
their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a
man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest.
Heb 8:7-11 NIV
“Return, faithless people,” declares the LORD, “for I am your husband. I will choose you—one from a town and
two from a clan—and bring you to Zion. Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you
with knowledge and understanding.
Jer 3:14-15 NIV
“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD.
Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you
have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment
on you for the evil you have done,” declares the LORD.
“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring
them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number.
I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any
be missing,” declares the LORD.
Jer 23:1-4 NIV
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Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.
Acts 20:28 NIV
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will share
in the glory to be revealed:
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because
you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those
entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that will never fade away.
1 Pet 5:1-4 NIV
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
Ps 23:1 NIV
“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a
thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate
for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a
strangers voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.
Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.
Jn 10:1-8 NIV

c. Brotherhood – covenant relationship
Life-Groups
As a spiritual family, simple-organic church is a ‘brotherhood’ (gender neutral), providing one
another with mutual support and accountability. Church in the home (10-30 people including
spiritual fathers and mothers) may be broken down into smaller Life Groups (2-3 peers i.e.
spiritual siblings) designed to encourage one another in core spiritual disciplines: hearing the
voice of God, transparency, and mission.

Scriptures
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship (koinonia), to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.
Acts 2:42 NIV (author’s parenthesis)

koinonia – also refers to business, social, and marriage contracts
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“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all
men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
Jn 13:34–35 NIV (author’s emphasis)
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.
Rom 12:10 NIV (author’s emphasis)
16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do
not be wise in your own estimation. 8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his
neighbor has fulfilled the law. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this
— not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way. 19 So then let us pursue the things which
make for peace and the building up of one another. 5 Now may the God who gives perseverance and
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; 7 Wherefore,
accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. 14 And concerning you, my brethren, I
myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to
admonish one another. 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.
Rom 12:16; 13:8; 14:13, 19; 15:5, 7, 14; 16:16 NASB (author’s emphasis)
25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one
another. 20 All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 12 Greet one another with a holy
kiss. 13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the
flesh, but through love serve one another. 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are
not consumed by one another. Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
1 Cor 12:25; 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; Gal 5:13, 15, 26 NASB
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 25 Therefore,
laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one
another. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has
forgiven you. 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody with your heart to the Lord; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 3 Do nothing from
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than
yourselves; 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 13 bearing
with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. 12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all
people, just as we also do for you; 9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to
you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 18 Therefore comfort one another with these
words. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. 13 and
that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with one another. 15 See that
no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all
people. 3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is
greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; 3 For we also
once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in
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malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is
still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 24 and let us consider how
to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. 11 Do not
speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks against
the law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge of it. 9 Do not
complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is
standing right at the door. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that
you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 22 Since you have in
obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from
the heart, 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be
hospitable to one another without complaint. 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving
one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who
are in Christ. 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 11 For this is the message which you have heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another; 23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love
is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His
love is perfected in us. 5 Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the
one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.
Eph 4:2, 25, 32; 5:19, 21; Phil 2:3; Col 3:9, 13, 16; 1 Thess 3:12; 4:9, 18; 5:11, 13, 15; 2 Thess 1:3; Titus 3:3;
Heb 3:13; 10:24–25; Jas 4:11; 5:9, 16; 1 Pet 1:22; 4:8–10; 5:5, 14; 1 John 1:7; 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11–12; 2 John 1:5
NASB (author’s emphasis)

d. Breaking of bread
Breaking of bread is in the context of a ‘love feast’ – a communal meal. The Lord’s Table was
never designed to be a religious liturgy but an actual meal in remembrance of Him and
celebration of the oneness of His corporate body. The home is most suited to this.

Scriptures
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
Acts 2:42 NIV
When you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without
waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in?
Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I
praise you for this? Certainly not! For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on
the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body,
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which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore, whoever eats the
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood
of the Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who
eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why
many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep.
1 Cor 11:20-30 NIV

e. Ministry to the Lord and every member involvement
Building an altar to the Lord in corporate worship is the primary purpose for the community
gathering. Spiritual warfare will need to be engaged in and discipline exercised to arrest the law
of spiritual entropy (the loss of energy and order). Diverse demands and pressures will come
from the enemy and the group itself to deflect the church from its primary purpose of
corporately creating a space for God. While the whole of life is an act of worship in the kingdom
paradigm, there is a unique dimension of God’s manifestation and presence in the corporate
worship of the redeemed community.
Ministry to the Lord together and flowing in the river of the Holy Spirit is the life spring of God’s
people. Lose this and you only have a self-support group. Activation of spiritual gifts, prayer
ministry, and praying for the sick are essential.

Scriptures
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
Acts 2:42 NIV
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Eph 2:22 NIV
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
1 Pet 2:5 NIV
What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.
1 Cor 14:26 NIV
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
Col 3:16 NIV
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Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us.
Rom 12:4-6 NIV
Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.
How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will
distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”
Ex 33:15-16 NIV

f. Limits institutionalism
With the size of a simple-organic community ranging from approximately ten to thirty people
there are inherent limitations on building empires and institutions. Apart from financially
supporting the ‘apostolic work’, which will be explained in Section 3, there are no financial
requirements to support pastoral staff and congregational sanctuaries. Also, there are no
leadership hierarchies, keeping authority among the people.

C. APOSTOLIC MODE

I. PAUL – THE PROTOTYPE APOSTLE
As the pioneer ‘apostle to the Gentiles’ (Gal 2:8) Paul’s apostolic mode serves as the prototype for
the nations. His message was universal – to ALL nations. It follows, therefore, that his mode is also
universal – for all nations and all time. It also follows that his apostolic mode would be shaped by
his apostolic message.
As we have seen Paul’s message of restored sonship, plays out in the oneness of Christ’s body –
the one church of the city. The mode of operation for the apostolic will harmonise with and serve
the message. It will facilitate sonship at the personal and corporate levels. It will not divide the
corporate Christ of the city with franchise agendas or any form of defacto denominationalism.

II. APOSTOLIC SPHERES
a. How does an apostolic sphere not become a defacto denomination?
Contemporary Apostolic Movements
Any incipient denominationalism of contemporary apostolic movements will be arrested by
apprehending the core apostolic message of the oneness of Christ’s body in a city as outlined
earlier and by accurately apprehending the true apostolic mode.
So, what is the apostolic mode?
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It is the distinguishing of two spheres of ministry – between the ‘church’ and the ‘work’. When
the ‘work’ is not accurately distinguished, and is either non-functional or dysfunctional
organisational centralising tendencies will occur.

The Church and the Work
These two spheres came into distinct contrast in the birth of the Gentile apostolic mission from
Antioch:
“In the church at Antioch…the Holy Spirit said, ‘Separate Paul and
Barnabas to the work…’” (Acts 13:1-2).
Paul and Barnabas were separated from the church in Antioch – the local – to the work – the
trans-local. From this point Paul moved city-by-city planting and nurturing the corporate Christ.
The work is a trans-local apostolic sphere (beyond the local city) whose mode and mandate is
shaped by the apostolic message of the oneness of Christ’s body. Remember that the work is
distinguishable from the church – the work being trans-local (beyond the local city) and the
church being local, that is, the church of the city. Called to the work Paul, with his team, moved
trans-locally across many cities building the local – the church of the city.
Shaped by the apostolic message, apostles and their teams will build the local city church but not
a trans-local church (i.e. a regional, national, or international association of churches). Remember
that Scripture does not model a configuration of the church beyond the city. When this occurs
denominationalism sets in – franchise agendas and incipient centralisation. A church network
inevitably requires some measure of central co-ordination. Even so, the apostles and their teams
provide a relational connection with the churches in their sphere for various assignments (e.g.
the Jerusalem offering).
Despite this the trans-local apostolic work has no permanent councils. Any councils are purpose
and issue specific (e.g. Jerusalem Council, Acts 15).
The trans-local apostolic teams (work) are also assignment specific, forming and re-forming
under the direction of the Holy Spirit.
The same apostolic mode might operate within a metro city. An apostolic sphere/work,
depending on the apostle’s measure of grace, might be a region within a metro city, or extend to
numerous cities and nations.
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Distinct but related spheres

CHURCH

WORK

CITY
CHURCH

CITY
CHURCH

APOSTOLIC
WORK

CITY
CHURCH

CITY
CHURCH

CHURCH

WORK

Local sphere

Trans-local sphere

One city

Numerous cities

Elders

Apostles

Resident

Mobile

Deacons

Helps & administrations

Financially supporting

Financially supported

No legal entity

Legal entity

b. What happens to finance in the new apostolic mode?
We have seen that the apostolic message is one of sonship. When it is proclaimed God’s people
will be set free from slavery to what Paul calls the elementary principles of this world – systems
of law religion.
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See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of
this world rather than on Christ (Col 2:8; also Gal 4:9)
The apostolic mode therefore must be informed by the message. Legalistic and fear manipulated
methods of extracting finance from God’s people are not in harmony with the true apostolic
message or mode.

Apostolic-Levite Mode
At best the OT tithe law is a shadow and a type of what was to come in the new covenant fulfilled
in Christ and His church. Its purpose was twofold:
1. The Feasts (annual tithe) – tithes were brought to the three great feast days (Passover,
Pentecost, & Tabernacles) and there consumed by the worshiper (Deut 12:5-19; 14:22-27).
In the NT this would translate into special worship celebrations or holidays.
2. All those without an inheritance in the land (source of income) – widows, orphans, strangers,
and the Levites (Deut 14:28-29; 26:12-13; Num 18:20). The priests and Levites were included in
the same category as the poor.
THE POOR
Matthew 5:42; 6:2-4; 19:21
Matthew 25:31-46; 26:6-13
Mark 10:21; 12:41-44; I4:3-9
Luke 6:30; 10:30-37; 14:12-14
Luke 16:1-13; 21:1-4
Acts 6:1-6; 20:33-35; 24:17
Romans 12:13; 15:26-28
I Corinthians 13:3; 16:1-2
2 Corinthians 8:1-24; 9:1-15
Galatians 2:10
Ephesians 4:28
I Timothy 6:17-19

THE MINISTERS
Matthew 10:9-10, 41-42
Mark 9:41
Luke 8:3; 10:7
I Corinthians 9:7-14
2 Corinthians 11:8-9
Galatians 6:6-10
Philippians 4:10-19
I Timothy 5:17-18
3 John 5-8
James 2:15-16
1 John 3:17-18
Hebrews 13:16
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In the NT this translates into supporting those without incomes – the poor and ministers of the gospel.
Like the Levites, apostles as ministers of the gospel have a ‘right’ (v 12) in financial support:
Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple,
and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar?
In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel
should receive their living from the gospel. (1 Cor 9:13-14)
Financial support in the NT was derived from the apostolic sphere/cluster (multiple simple-organic
communities) for its work – the preaching and teaching of the gospel, equipping of the saints, maturing of
spiritual sons, and planting of simple-organic communities. The committed giving of the simple-organic
communities to the apostolic work funds the apostles and their five-fold teams. The NT knows nothing of
the institutional construct of church where the congregation employs a pastor to provide pastoral
services. By contrast, in the apostolic mode the five-fold ministry of pastor/shepherd functions in the
mobile apostolic team equipping elders and multiple simple-organic communities. Funds are therefore
administrated through the apostolic work. This means there is no need for simple-organic communities to
be constituted legally. They may need to open a bank account for the channelling of funds into the work or
for care needs within the group.
The OT shadow provides a pointer for financing the ministry of apostles. The ratio of Levites to people in
the OT was 1:120. This means it took 120 people to support one worker. However, in turn the Levites
tithed their tithe to the Priests, Aaron and his four sons (5-fold ministry). Based on this it would also have
taken 120 Levites to support one priest. The Levites were the support team to the priests (Aaron & 4
sons), the equivalent of helps and administrations to apostles in the NT.
Based on this it would only take several simple-organic communities to support one worker (apostolic
resource teams).

OT CHURCH
Aaron & 4 sons
Levites
Elders

NT CHURCH
Five-fold ministry
Helps, administrations, musicians
etc
Elders

For a fuller treatment refer to “Tithing and the New Covenant” on our site: www.lifemessenger.org

A Working Definition of Simple-Organic Community
By ‘simple-organic community’ we refer not to a particular methodology but to a broad values-based
approach to church: viewing church essentially as organic, relational and fluid rather than institutional,
hierarchical and rigid – a family community rather than a business enterprise.
While each community of believers may express these values in a wide variety of unique ways, simpleorganic church embraces:
•

God’s supernatural presence (Holy Spirit),

•

mutual accountability (brotherhood),

•

spiritual parenting (elders),

•

discipling for life and mission (multiplication),

•

church of the city (post-denominational),

•

apostolic connectedness (distributed relational authority), and

•

church in the house (relational Christianity).

NB A ‘simple-organic community’ may start its life as a smaller unit (e.g. Life Group of 2-3 people) and
may not display all these characteristics until it is a fully formed community in the home (10-30 people).
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